
Thorold BIA General Membership Meeting 
MINUTES JUNE 11, 2013 8AM THOROLD COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION 

TYPE OF MEETING General Meeting 

FACILITATOR George Cottage, Chairman 

MINUTES TAKEN BY Erica Villeneuve 

ATTENDEES Chair George Cottage, Councilor Tim Whalen, Erica Villeneuve + 10 members 

ABSENT Vice Chair Serge Carpino 

 
 
__________________________________        _____________________________________ 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Call to Order at 8:08am  
 
 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE LAST GENERAL MEETING 

 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

A motion was made by Michael Skrtich to approve the minutes of the last General meeting 
held May 14, 2013. Second by Tim Whalen. CARRIED.   

n/a 

   
 
 
 
3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 

A) BICYCLE RACKS 
 

DISCUSSION 

10 Bike racks will be picked up this week. They still need to be painted. Painting options include 
powder coating (which can chip), plastic coating (which is more durable) and regular paint (which is 
cheapest). The bike rack committee is waiting on a price from a bodyshop for painting the bike racks. 
Another 14 will be made for us in the Spring.  
 
Thorold was designated to be cycle friendly at the bronze level. That is the lowest level and the level 
that we do on our own. Now that we have designation, we can move up to silver and gold via the 
parameters set by the designators. One thing we can do is become part of the “cycling network”. 
There is no cost involved. Terry brought flyers and passed them around. We can send a delegate to a 
cycling workshop.  
 
Tim and Terry Ohm are still looking into the larger bike racks that hold multiple bicycles. Front  Row 
Sports is looking to see if they can be made and sold to the BIA at cost. The delivery charge on bike 
racks is where prices seem to inflate the most and the BIA would rather pick them up if possible.  
 
Signs have also been made (a sample was brought to the meeting for display). They were made by 
Impact Promotions at cost and will go up around the BIA informing people of bike paths. 14 signs 
total.  

CONCLUSIONS The BIA should look into more conferences that can be attended.  



ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

A motion was made by Terry Ohm for the BIA to fund the expenses of a delegate to attend a 
cycle friendly workshop to a limit of $100. Second by Bill VanderKlippe. Amendment to the 
motion by Terry Ohm: That the amount of the funding be to the discretion of the board. 
Amendment Seconded by Bill VanderKlippe. MOTION FAILED.  

n/a 

Send out email with application form to cycling network.  Erica 

 
 

B) SIDEWALK SALE REPORT – MARSHA COPPOLA 
 

DISCUSSION 

The Sidewalk Sale event cost 499.52 and raised $440 leaving the total cost to the BIA $59.52. A 
report was submitted with cheques and information. The BIA now owns “sidewalk sale this weekend” 
reusable signs that can be used in the future.  
 
Overall thoughts: vendors came in from outside the BIA but the local businesses did not participate. 
Marsha went door to door and sent emails. Suggestions from last year were implemented but the 
event was still disappointing.  
 
Notes: merchants claim they did not know about it. They also claim they do not open BIA emails.   

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Get receipts for the cheques provided.  George Cottage 

 
 

C) 1812 
 

DISCUSSION 

 The street will not be closed. The event will be on June 22 from 10am to 4pm. Erica met with Dale 
Robinson and determined 4 historical buildings with a story to tell  (Old Fire Hall, Steadmans, QB 
building and Henderson’s).  
 
TSS has been contacted for volunteers but with exams on, people are busy and thinking of summer 
vacation.  
 
Terry Ohm has secured a militia to come walk the downtown that day.  
 
There will be tables/desks at each location with a volunteer to tell guests about their building. A 
large desk and chalk board will welcome the guests where the buses let out with a volunteer who 
hands out maps (with coupons) of the BIA area.  
 
We need volunteers as Erica has a broken ankle and cannot carry/set up anything or stand for long 
periods. Marsha also has 200 children attending the spa and cannot run the event that day. Marsha 
and Erica can do all the planning and organizing but we need volunteers to set up and tear down the 
event and also man the stations.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

 Send out email asking for volunteers.  Erica 

  

 
 
 
 



4. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A) SMARTER NIAGARA SUMMIT 2013 – MICHAEL SKRTICH 
 

DISCUSSION 

Michael Skrtich attended the Smater Niagara Summit 2013 on Thursday of last week. It’s an Urban 
Planning summit. It was well organized and featured guest speakers, walking tours, info on how cities 
flow, zoning, traffic and ultimately how to create more of a city in the downtown.  
 
As cities grow, we build suburbs but we need to sustain them. It’s more efficient for people to stay in 
the cities so we should make the cities function better. The BIA sent Michael Skrtich and Adele 
Arbour.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
 

B) MASTER STREETSCAPING PLAN 
 

DISCUSSION 
 The Master Streetscaping Committee is struck. They meet today at 1:30. Members include George 
Cottage and Serge Carpino (from the BIA), Michael Skrtich and others (from the City), members from 
the Region, LACAC, TATC, the city planning company and Thorold Tourism.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
 

C) PARKING ENFORCEMENT – TERRY OHM 
 

DISCUSSION 

 Terry received an apology from the City regarding the letter he received regarding a derelict truck on 
his property. This issue has led to a review of by-law enforcement. More enforcement has been 
noticed since Terry sent his reply letter to the City. Parking enforcement officers have been seen with 
a “City of Thorold” golf shirt for discretion.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
 

D) OTHER 
 

DISCUSSION 
 GTBC Luncheon 
This Wednesday the GTBC luncheon is having a guest speaker talking about social media in business.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

   

 
 

5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 9am.   


