
Thorold BIA General Membership Meeting 
MINUTES MAY 8, 2012 8AM THOROLD COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION 

TYPE OF MEETING General Meeting 

FACILITATOR George Cottage, Chairman 

MINUTES TAKEN BY Erica Villeneuve 

ATTENDEES 
Chair George Cottage, Councilor Tim Whalen, Vice Chair Serge Carpino, Ricky Lakeit, Bill 
VanderKlippe, Carrie Cottage-Bailey, Cheryl Feor, Des Prashad, Catharine Mellor, Terry Ohm, 
David Flack, Timothy Healey, Marsha Coppola, Lauren Krupa, Eric Olesen 

ABSENT Treasurer Michael Skrtich 

 
 
__________________________________        _____________________________________ 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Call to Order at 8:02am  
 
 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM MEETING April 10, 2012 

 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

A motion was made by Bill VanderKlippe to approve the minutes from the last General 
meeting held April 10, 2012. Second by Cathy Mellor. CARRIED.  

n/a 

   
 
3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 

A) BIA WEBSITE 
 

DISCUSSION 
 The BIA has bought the domains ThoroldBIA.com and ThoroldBIA.ca. The information has been given 
to Paul Carfagnini and he is working on a new BIA website. Paul has spoken with some merchants in 
the BIA to see what they would like in their website.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 

B) CITY REGION FUNDING 
 

DISCUSSION  We are still waiting.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 



C) STREET CLOSURES 
 

DISCUSSION 

 There is a request in for the street closure on June 23rd for the Art of Peace Festival. For the festival, 
3 different musicians are booked for during the day starting at 1pm while other musicians will play 
randomly. Peace and Social Justice Groups are making presentations. Each group also does an art 
activity. Jugglers and workshops are also a part of the festival. The peace walk finishes out the 
festivities. Vendors can be present along Front Street.  
 
The BIA requests an agenda for the festivities including names and times.  
 
There has never been a need for security in the past. It is unsure of how many people this event will 
bring to the BIA but many are suspected. If the Bootwalk changes their route, the walkers could all 
end up either at the top by RBC or somewhere along Front Street.  
 
The Hardware Store and The Pie Man have some concerns.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Cathy Mellor made a motion to close Front Street June 23rd for the Art of Peace Festival. 
Second by Bill VanderKlippe. CARRIED.  

n/a 

 

D) SIDEWALK SALE 
 

DISCUSSION 

A big Thank You to Marsha for her hard work. Marsha has submitted a budget report and overall 
report on the Sidewalk Sale. She requests that a survey be sent to the members of the BIA to get 
feedback on the Sidewalk Sale event.  
 
It would be great to have a survey sent out after every event the BIA puts on to get feedback from 
the merchants. Paper copies might be more likely to be filled out and returned but emails are more 
affordable. Perhaps one survey could be sent for every 3 events that occur or perhaps the survey 
could be combined with the letter for residential and commercial units.  
 
The surveys should be standardized.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Marsha Coppola made a motion that the BIA put out a standardized survey to each BIA 
member after every event the BIA puts on. Second by Ricky Lakeit. CARRIED. 

n/a 

 

E) SIDEWALK CLEANING 
 

DISCUSSION 

 The Village Church helped clean up the downtown area for the Sidewalk Sale. They did a great job 
and a big thank you goes out to them. A card is going around to sign. The cleaning sparked a chain 
reaction where merchants were coming out and cleaning up in front of their own establishments.  
 
A power washer was hired to go down Front Street and clear weeds. He will continue throughout the 
rest of the BIA with the power washer.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
 
 



4. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A) WEED CONTROL 
 

DISCUSSION  Weeds are being tackled. They should be all be cleared from the BIA.  

CONCLUSIONS   

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
B) CAMERA SUCCESS 

 

DISCUSSION 

There have been 2 incidents in the BIA in the last Month or so. The Quebec Bank Gallery was broken 
into and although the culprit was wearing a hoodie and could not be identified, the cameras caught 
the license plate on the car used and the owner was arrested on other charges.  
 
There was also a car stolen along Albert Street and the cameras led to the thief being arrested.  
 
In a separate incident, the last time PharmaViva on Clairmont was broken into, the cameras at the 
Thorold Community Credit Union were able to capture the logo on the truck used to get away.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
 
 

C) OTHER 
 

DISCUSSION 

 Marsha Coppola – Touch a Truck 
Looking back at the Sidewalk Sale, many of the people who attended were families. It would be nice 
to host an event aimed at families such as the “Touch a Truck” event. Marsha believes the second 
week of September (Sep. 15th 2012) would be a great time to host the event as children are back in 
school and advertising is easier if you can contact the school directly. These types of events (such as 
the one done by Niagara College) draws thousands and the cost could be minimal. At Niagara College 
the event cost $2 to get in. If we did the same things, we would need security and a gated off area. 
For ease, we could just collect donations. Location options include in front of the Fire Hall on 
Towpath or along Front down by the Book Depot. A street closure would be necessary.  
 
Terry Ohm – Thorold Secondary School  
2 weeks ago was the open meeting for the school closures. Thorold Secondary School had 2 speakers 
– Henry D’Angela and Michael Charron. Their presentations were well accepted. There is another 
trustee meeting tonight where they will discuss 3 options (2 of which keep Thorold High open). They 
will come to a decision on or before June 8, 2012. Tim Whalen will be speaking at the meeting on the 
22nd. Thorold is taking the “high road” in it’s discussions about the schools and telling the pros of 
keeping Thorold High as opposed to slamming the other options with negative remarks. Thorold 
Secondary School has the highest bursary funding of any school in the DSBN. If the BIA could offer a 
bursary to the High School, it might help the school as well as the status of the BIA.  
 
Discussion on Terry’s motion: It would be better to have the terms of the bursary before deciding on 
whether we want to do it or not. If the motion passes, Terry will approach the school for more 
information including the parameters of a bursary. Serge Carpino believes $500 is too much and that 
it might start a chain reaction of other schools not in Thorold asking for money from the BIA. Tim 



Whalen suggested $100 for a male and $100 for a female. Some thought that the BIA should wait to 
see what happens with the high school before committing and asking the City to match our offer. 
This money would not affect this year’s budget regardless as the school year is over and it would not 
be given out until 2013. We can add parameters however we like to get this money to someone we 
believe deserves it. The point here is to stay positive.  
 
Discussion on Serge’s motion to plan the Hallowe’en Trick or Treating event: 263 children attended 
last year. Let’s make sure everyone feels included.  
 
Serge Carpino – Boxing 
So far there has been great support for this event. The event is at the Thorold Arena this Friday (May 
11th, 2012) at 6pm. We are expecting 500-600 people and this is a BIA sanctioned event.  
 
Bill VanderKlippe – events at QB 
There are events at the QB Gallery. Good luck and great work.  

CONCLUSIONS 
Tim Whalen will work with Marsha to get this event going and dealing with the City.  
 
Terry Ohm will work out the details with the Principal of TSS about a bursary.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Terry Ohm made a motion that the BIA considers a bursary to Thorold Secondary School of 
$500 recurring Annually so long as TSS and the BIA exist. Second by Bill VanderKlippe. 
Amendment to the motion: remove the dollar amount and direct the money to student(s) 
active in the coop program who have a placement with a BIA business. Second by Des 
Prashad. CARRIED.  

n/a 

Serge Carpino made a motion to begin planning the Hallowe’en Trick or Treating event for 
October 27th, 2012 in the BIA with a budget of $500. Second by Cathy Mellor. CARRIED.  

n/a 

 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:52am.   
 


