
Thorold BIA General Membership Meeting
MINUTES MARCH 9, 2015 12 PM HANA'S PLACE RESTAURANT

TYPE OF MEETING General Meeting

FACILITATOR Michael Skrtich, Vice Chairman

MINUTES TAKEN BY Erica Lanigan

ATTENDEES
Vice Chair Michael Skrtich, Coordinator Erica Lanigan, Councilor Tim Whalen, Treasurer 
Christina Prantera & approx. 9 members

ABSENT Chair Marsha Coppola,  Councilor Michael Charron

__________________________________        _____________________________________

1. CALL TO ORDER

Call to Order at 12:11 pm.  

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

Jaime Nevitt made a motion to approve the minutes of February 10, 2015. Seconded by 
Christina Prantera. CARRIED. 

n/a

3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

A) BIKE RACKS AND SPONSORSHIPS

DISCUSSION

The snow is leaving so we'll get to installation shortly. 

Just a reminder of the sponsorship prices:
Bike racks are $100
Benches are $600

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

B) CHARGING UNITS ON LAMP POSTS

DISCUSSION

8 lamp posts  are out of service. This was noticed when GAMS went to take down our christmas 
lights. Tim spoke to GAMS about adding outlets at the bottom of the poles for eBike charging stations
or other purposes. 
We will find out the cost and look into sponsorships depending on the amount.
The City will pay the hydro and will be free for the BIA. 
They will be a regular 110 outlet.

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE



C) BUSKERFEST

DISCUSSION

There will be an event this year but we're planning much in advance. There is a committee planning 
it. Meetings are the first Tuesday of each month at 11am if you would like to join us. 
The committee is hiring buskers, working on logistics, getting volunteers, etc. 
Merchants will be contacted to see if they want to participate. George Cottage will contact you. He is 
the chairman of the Buskerfest Committee. 
It might cost around $22K but can bring in $30K and we're asking the City for $10K. We expect to 
make money and make profit. The BIA donated $500 to the event. 

A letter has been brought up from Elio's. 
The letter has been read re: not having the event on the street and therefore not closing down the 
street. The business loses money when the BIA closes the street down. 

Jaime found Buskerfest brought people to her shop and the Santa Claus Parade it cost her shop 
money. She suggests marketing and signage could solve this problem. John Henderson doesn't see an
improvement in funds that day but it's not a problem. He is in support of the events that occur those 
days. Nick Dell'Omo from Riganelli's might be a vendor at Buskerfest. 

The shuttle idea at the barricades can also help solve this issue. There should be signage and ads 
(radio ads are a good idea) that MENTION the shuttles at the barricades to bring people to their 
destinations. Shops should be open as long as the event is running. Open late, maybe a midnight 
madness event. The BIA will encourage members to be open but we cannot force them. 

We will respond to the letter but the response will be deferred to the executive meeting.
 
We are looking for sponsorships for the busker event. 
Contact Jaime Nevitt if you can't get golf carts. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

Invite Elio's to the next executive meeting. Tim Whalen

D) CIGARETTE RECEPTACLES

DISCUSSION

Jaime has asked the police to monitor the late night bar scene but the flower beds become cigarette 
receptacles and drink holders anyways. 
There exist some cigarette receptacles that are attached to the walls. 
People are not allowed to smoke on the sidewalk so why provide receptacles? 
Ask the merchants to take care of in front of their own storefronts. Or encourage them to purchase 
their own receptacles. 
Look into the bylaw. 
Formal complaint from members of the BIA (deferred to executive). 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

E) CHANGING TIME OF GENERAL MEETINGS

DISCUSSION
We're seeing new faces. 
There was also talk of going every other month. 
People like Mondays and lunch time. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE



F) STREET CLEANER

DISCUSSION

We have posted for the jobs of street cleaner and coordinator. Interviews have been held. Andy 
Gillan has been hired as street cleaner and  Erica has been hired as coordinator. 
There's also a checklist now for the street cleaner which will be submitted before payment is issued. 
The position has been changed to hourly also. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

G) CITY SNOW REMOVAL

DISCUSSION
Started today but they'll finish tomorrow. 
The planter boxes are broken. We will get those fixed. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

Add “fixing planter boxes” to the next executive agenda. Erica Lanigan

H) SIDEWALK SALE

DISCUSSION

Jaime and Santino responded to the email sent out with interest in the sidewalk sale. Kathy Tavano 
might join and help too.  
There is the possibility of doing two, a spring and a fall. The street will not be closed down. 
It usually coincides with the craft show which this year is May 9th. 
The event would be eligible for the $500 in the budget. 
Marsha might also be able to help with the sidewalk sale. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

Michael Skrtich made a motion to start a sidewalk sale committee. Second by Christina 
Prantera. CARRIED. 

n/a

4) FINANCIAL

A) REPORT

DISCUSSION Nothing to report since last month. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE



5. NEW BUSINESS

A) OTHER

DISCUSSION

LETTER FROM ELIO'S
Elio's letter was discussed during Buskerfest portion.
Executives could have a sit down with Elio's. They should be invited to the next executive. 

CAR SHOW
The car show should still be happening. A committee will be struck and $500 could be given. 
There is the possibility of having it on a Sunday so the street doesn't get closed. 
Serge is invited to come to the next Executive meeting. 

COORDINATING DAYS CLOSED
Business is hurt a bit by people not knowing what day of the week certain shops are open/closed. It 
used to be that everyone was closed on Wednesday afternoons. 
Should we try to coordinate a day/time so everyone operates on the same schedule of closed days to 
help the public become aware?
Possible letter to members trying to coordinate what days they are open/closed. 
Some now are closed Mondays, some Wednesday... let's get this coordinated. 
We might send out an information email with a suggestion but will defer first to the executive 
meeting. 

GARBAGE CANS
Last year 2 merchants asked for garbage pails downtown. One at Tony's Pizzeria and one by NeVaeh 
Kid's Spa and they never got them. We could write letter to the City but since they were removed 
dumping has gone down significantly. Tim recommends not replacing them. There is an issue at 
Cosmo's with rats. Next time there is, Christina can contact Michael Skrtich and he will take care of it.

PARKING ENFORCEMENT
Complaints have been received but people are commenting that they're getting more tickets so 
bylaw is being enforced. Enforcement is not happening enough though. People are spending too 
much time on Front Street. People should be parking in the towpath parking lot. 
Erica can send out an email to let them know not to park in  front of businesses but instead we will 
defer this issue to parking committee. The parking committee can discuss this. 

OLD BENCHES
The old benches are gone. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

Invite Serge to the next executive meeting. Tim Whalen

Invite Elio's to the next Executive meeting. Tim Whalen

6. ADJOURNMENT

Meeting Adjourned at 1:15 pm.
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