
Thorold BIA General Membership Meeting 
MINUTES AUGUST 14, 2012 8AM THOROLD COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION 

TYPE OF MEETING General Meeting 

FACILITATOR George Cottage, Chairman 

MINUTES TAKEN BY Erica Villeneuve 

ATTENDEES 

Chair George Cottage, Treasurer Michael Skrtich , Councilor Tim Whalen, Vice Chair Serge 
Carpino, Erica Villeneuve, Brian Stevens, Erik Olesen, Alan Parker, Jacki Reid, Des Prashad, 
Robin Dooley, John Bratton, Terry Ohm, Shirley Griff, Carrie Cottage-Bailey, Terry Dow, Nick 
Iomonaco, Marsha Coppola 

ABSENT  

 
 
__________________________________        _____________________________________ 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Call to Order at 8:04am  
 
 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM MEETING JUNE 12, 2012 

 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

A motion was made by Michael Skrtich to approve the minutes from the last 2 General 
meetings held June 12 and July 10, 2012. Second by Tim Whalen. CARRIED.   

n/a 

   
 
3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 

A) BIKE RACK COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

DISCUSSION 

 The committee met and discussed bike racks for the BIA. Looking at factors such as costs and 
installation, the committee decided to go with purchasing 5 bike racks to go along the East side of 
Front Street in front of RBC, Ricky’s Big Scoop, On the Front Café and Hana’s Restaurant. They came 
up with a chosen design like a vertical circle with a rounded post through it.  
 
Their plan is to see if the students at Thorold Secondary can make them and the committee would 
look into prices for installation and dealing with City approvals.  
 
Pine plaza is having issues with e-bikes parking on the sidewalk by the bike racks as they tend to 
associate more as a bicycle than a road vehicle. The new bike racks downtown could attract e -bikes 
and the BIA should just be aware of this. In the future the BIA could look at solar charging stations for 
such vehicles and plan for such traffic.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Michael Skrtich made a motion to write a letter to the City of Thorold requesting a letter of 
easement allowing the BIA to put bike racks on City property. Seconded by Ricky Lakeit. 
CARRIED.  

n/a 

Write a letter to the City requesting a letter of easement allowing the BIA to put bike racks on 
City property.  

George 

 



 
4. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

DISCUSSION 
 The BIA has a $36,000 budget. We are 58.3% through the year and only spent $41.8% of the budget 
so we are under budget.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
 
5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 

A) INVITATION BY NIAGARA REGIONAL POLICE SERVICE 
 

DISCUSSION 
There was a luncheon held by the NRPS and the Thorold BIA and COC were invited. George attended 
and voiced concerns for the downtown.  

CONCLUSIONS There is good communication between the BIA and the police. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
 

B) PROPOSED BUSINESS LICENSING OF ALL BUSINESSES IN THOROLD 
 

DISCUSSION 

The new proposed business licensing fee would be $120/year annually in effect tomorrow (Aug. 15). 
It would be payable on or by September 1, 2012 and allow bylaw officers to enter your premises 
during reasonable hours to obtain proof of liability. There is no health benefit to this licensing. It is to 
offset the new budget. The fine for not being licensed would be up to $25,000 for an individual or up 
to $50,000 for a corporation.  
 
The BIA will be at council tonight to speak against this proposal. The COC will also be represented. 
Anyone interested in being present is encouraged to attend council tonight at Schmon Parkway.  
 
It’s difficult enough to get businesses to open up in Thorold, this is not encouraging.  
 
George Cottage read aloud his stand on behalf of the BIA which he will be presenting tonight at 
council. The membership agreed that it reflected their opinions.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Serge Carpino make a motion for George Cottage to represent the BIA against the business 
licensing at City Hall. Seconded by Michael Skrtich. CARRIED (unanimously).  

n/a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



C) TRUCK TRAFFIC ON FRONT STREET – TERRY OHM 
 

DISCUSSION 

There is a large amount of truck traffic along Front St. which is hard on the street and disruptive to 
the businesses. Terry Ohm made a motion to request that the City limit truck traffic along Front 
Street. Delivery trucks would always be exempt from this. If any of the truck drivers are using Front 
Street because they stop at the businesses, preventing truck access could cost the merchants 
valuable money. The sign could prevent trucks by weight, alter the speed limit or simply prevent 
through traffic.  
 
Along Ormond Street, trucks go by every few minutes or so. Ormond Street can handle it.  

CONCLUSIONS The BIA will get feedback from more members and will revisit this topic next meeting.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Terry Ohm made a motion to request that the City limit truck traffic along Front Street. 
Seconded by Erik Olesen. Motion withdrawn.  

n/a 

 
 

D) BIA DONATIONS – TERRY OHM 
 

DISCUSSION 

The proceeds from boxing event were donated. $4500 to the Seniors’ furniture fund and $4500 to 
the TCAG. The BIA members didn’t get a say in where the money was donated to and would like to 
participate in the decision in the future. Maybe look at the value first and small amounts can be 
decided on by the executives and large amounts are brought to the membership?  
 
Serge Carpino came to BIA members late last year letting everyone know they could be involved with 
the event. After the event was complete, the BIA saved $1400 which is set as ide for other spending.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Terry Ohm made a motion that in the future when there is money to be donated, the decision 
of where to is brought to the membership with the added consideration of the beautification 
of downtown. Seconded by Tim Whalen. CARRIED.  

n/a 

 
 

E) BIA EVENT FEES – TERRY OHM 
 

DISCUSSION 

The BIA should establish a fee structure for BIA sanctioned events where any proceeds come back to 
the BIA to cover costs. This could be in the form of assigning the money ahead of time or charging 
10% of revenues from those that profit. In some way, the BIA should benefit if they are being 
profitable.  

CONCLUSIONS This is covered by the motion made regarding BIA donations.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

F) WEBSITE 
 

DISCUSSION 
The website is being worked on. Full control of the site is coming this week so Erica can make 
changes or publish items. Let Paul or Erica know any changes you would like to the site asap.  



CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
 

G) OTHER 
 

DISCUSSION 

Twinkle Lights 
There is now a twinkle light committee to decide what happens with the lights downtown.  
Committee includes: Tim Whalen, Marsha Coppola, Robin Dooley and Jacki Reid.  
 
Parking 
Merchants are parking in front of their own businesses and getting tickets. Jacki Reid from Tangles is 
having this problem. The Book Depot is free parking and closest to Tangles. She will be able to park 
there and not have any problems.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
 

5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:45am.   
 
 
 


