
Thorold BIA General Membership Meeting 
MINUTES MARCH 12, 2013 8AM THOROLD COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION 

TYPE OF MEETING General Meeting 

FACILITATOR George Cottage, Chairman 

MINUTES TAKEN BY Erica Villeneuve 

ATTENDEES 
Chair George Cottage, Councilor Tim Whalen, Treasurer Michael Skrtich, Vice Chair Serge 
Carpino, Erica Villeneuve + 13 members 

ABSENT  

 
 
__________________________________        _____________________________________ 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Call to Order at 8:03am  
 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM MEETING FEBRUARY 12, 2013 

 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

A motion was made by John Bratton to approve the minutes of the last General meeting held 
February 12, 2013. Second by Ricky Lakeit. CARRIED.   

n/a 

   
 
 
3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 

A) BICYCLE RACKS 
 

DISCUSSION 

 Tim hasn’t heard back from the high school so Michael will try calling and get a response regarding 
having the students build the bike racks for the BIA.  
 
The BIA could also use some temporary bike racks as Spring is coming. They don’t have to be the 
fancy ones, but waiting for the round ones will not get us bike racks in time for Summer.  

CONCLUSIONS The BIA will get prices on 4 bike racks to hold us off until the aesthetically pleasing ones are created.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Contact Thorold Secondary School regarding bike racks.  Michael Skrtich 

Get quotes on bike racks for alleys.  The Board 

 

 
 

B) PERMIT PARKING DOWNTOWN 
 

DISCUSSION 
 The City brought in a system for permit parking downtown. The BIA wrote a letter to the City and the 
City has now deferred the issue.  

CONCLUSIONS  



ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

   

 

 

C) WAR OF 1812 COMMITTEE – WAR OF 1812 TRAFFIC 
 

DISCUSSION 

 There will be Bicentennial celebrations June 22-24, 2013. Saturday (the 22) there will be several 
events at Decew House Heritage Park including a walk from Queenston to Decew, an official welcome 
@ 3pm with Laura Secord, politicians, James Fitzgibbon and bus tours. The buses will run Saturday 
and Sunday across the canal to the battlefield. Commentary will be provided on the buses. On the 
way back they will be stopping at the Battle of Beaverdams Park for people to get on/off and explore 
the park and the downtown area. This is an opportunity for the BIA merchants to get involved. They 
can dress up, reenactors can be send from Decew to march and create display. Reenactors will be 
available Saturday and Sunday.  
 
Monday there will be a memorial service in the Battle of Beaverdams Park.  
 
People can read Crookshank or Tony’s books on the war of 1812.  
 
The 1812 committee is creating a pamphlet/map for the events of the weekend. The BIA can possibly 
advertise on the back of that. We can also put up a booth at Decew House Heritage Park.  

CONCLUSIONS Ricky Lakeit, Marsha Coppola and Erica Villeneuve will meet up and plan events.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

   

 
 
4. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A) DUANE KEMP – THOROLD HIGH SCHOOL CO-OP 
 

DISCUSSION 
 Duane Kemp sends his apologies but could not attend the meeting today. Co-op begins in the Fall so 
there is still time to have Duane come in and speak to the membership.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Invite Duane Kemp to another General Meeting.  George Cottage 

 
 
 

B) DAN MAXWELL – THOROLD ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
 

DISCUSSION  Dan Maxwell was also absent.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

   

 

 
 
 



C) TERRY OHM - SQUEEZER 
 

DISCUSSION 

 The Squeezer is a bicycle race with 600-800 racers. It has taken place in St. Catharines previously 
beginning and ending in Montebello Park. There were vendors and food in the park for everyone’s 
return and people picnicked with their family/friends. St. Catharines moved the race end point to the 
Market Square and the event stopped.  
 
There is a possibility that we can revive the event in Thorold using the bike paths here and the Battle 
of Beaverdams Park as the start/finish. We can get vendors and people can picnic.  
 
Terry Ohm met with the organizer of the event who is interested in resurrecting the race (possibly on 
a smaller scale than before) and they will ride the 60-80km trails with Erik to check the feasibility of it 
all. Many volunteers are needed for an event like this for handing out water, pointing the way along 
the route, handling the park… The BIA would have to coordinate with the police. No road closures 
would be needed but intersection blockades would be great to get the racers to the trails.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

 Speak with Squeezer organizer to see if Thorold will work for the event.  Terry Ohm 

  

 
 

D) OTHER 
 

DISCUSSION 

 MEETING REGARDING HOW BICYCLES AFFECT THE DOWNTOWN - Erik Olesen 
Erik and Terry Ohm attended a meeting with the Transportation Committee to discuss how bicycles 
affect the downtown. The BIA is doing several things to make the area more bike friendly. Signage 
from the canal paths to downtown are in the works. Bicycles mean business and items like bike racks 
and bike lanes all help bring cyclists to the area for shopping.  
 
BALL HOCKEY - George Cottage 
There will not be a ball hockey tournament this year with the March of Dimes.  
 
TOURISM - George Cottage 
There was a meeting with different groups relevant to tourism in Thorold including Frank Fabiano, 
Thorold Tourism, The Canal Bank Shuffle committee, etc. to discuss projects they want to go ahead 
with for tourism in the area. They will narrow it down to six (6) and attempt to complete three (3) 
this year and three (3) next year.  
 
FIRE HALL – George Cottage 
The report came back for Fire Hall Station 1 in downtown Thorold. On one hand, the removal of the 
Fire Hall would create space for more parking and green space. The building is dilapidated and the 
BIA could really use more free parking.  
On the other hand, the Fire Hall is important to the area. They are involved with local events such as 
the Santa Parade and the Easter Egg Hunt. Every school goes on tours there. They are very active and 
involved with the community and are an asset to the downtown area. Getting rid of it is another step 
towards amalgamation and JC Park can provide more parking in lieu of getting rid of the Fire Hall.  
Tim Whalen and Terry Ohm are already handling collecting feedback regarding this issue on behalf of 
the GTBC. They can do the same for the BIA.  
 
ASSESSMENT OFFICE – Garry Oblinsky 
The Assessment bureau has assessed the Niagara Falls Casino at $250M as opposed to the previous 
assessment of $500M. This will affect Thorold and the BIA should fight this.  
The BIA will pass this along to the GTBC and the City.  
 
BBQ FUNDRAISER – Jenna & Mandy 
There will be a BBQ fundraiser called “Wigs for Kids” where people will be donating hair and money 
for Cancer awareness. Jenna and Mandy are asking the BIA if they require permits for the BBQ and 



any other information that can be provided. Tim Whalen will talk to them about how he puts on the 
BBQ events for the Thorold Community Credit Union.  
 
CLEANING – Marsha Coppola 
The BIA is getting messier as the snow melts and cellophane cups are stil l a large problem as they are 
blown down the street from the Moose & Goose. George has spoken to Brian about getting help for 
when the snow melts and Tim will speak with the Moose & Goose regarding the messes left after 
Wednesday and Saturday nights.  
 
BENCHES – Garry Oblinsky 
Are the benches coming back to the BIA? People are sitting on Gary’s buildings and causing damage. 
The benches were removed by the request of the general membership in the past. Their return might 
come as a result of the Master Plan.  
 
 

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

 Collect feedback on the Fire Hall issue from BIA members.  
Tim Whalen  

and Terry Ohm 

Speak with the Moose & Goose re: the messes after Wednesday and Saturday nights.  Tim Whalen 

Help Jenna and Mandy with how to throw a BBQ event (specifically: permits required) Tim Whalen 

 
 
 

5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:01am.   


