
Thorold BIA General Membership Meeting
MINUTES JULY 14, 2015 12 PM HANA'S PLACE RESTAURANT

TYPE OF MEETING General Meeting

FACILITATOR Chair Marsha Coppola

MINUTES TAKEN BY Erica Lanigan

ATTENDEES
Chairman Marsha Coppola, Vice Chair Michael Skrtich, Coordinator Erica Lanigan, Councilor Tim
Whalen & approx. 10 members

ABSENT Councilor Michael Charron & Treasurer Christina Prantera

__________________________________        _____________________________________

1. CALL TO ORDER

Call to Order at 12:00 pm.  

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

Marsha Coppola made a motion to approve the minutes of May 11, 2015. Seconded by Diana 
D'Intino. CARRIED. 

n/a

3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

A) BIKE RACKS AND BENCHES

DISCUSSION
We are waiting on delivery of benches. They'll be installed when they come in. There will be a bike 
rack at each side of each bench. They should be in in a week. There are 13 bike racks, 6 will be 
around benches and the rest dispersed. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

B) CHARGING UNITS ON LAMP POSTS

DISCUSSION
Should be covered by master streetscape plan so we've taken it from the budget and will press the 
issue for the City to do it. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE



C) EVENTS DOWNTOWN (SIDEWALK SALE, CAR SHOW, BUSKERFEST, FOOD 
TRUCKS)

DISCUSSION

TRY Historic Downtown Thorold Street Walk
Postcards have been made with different participating businesses on them. The idea is to get people 
into each of those destinations. No purchase is necessary so if you bring the passport into that 
location you get a stamp or signature. Full cards are entered to win a prize featuring something from 
each location. 
We encourage everyone to go around. Participating or not, let's make the BIA look great. 

Car show 
Not happening this year. We're not against it but we need someone to plan it. This past weekend 
there was a car show by Johnny Roccos. The youth centre did it. Maybe next year they could throw 
the car show in downtown Thorold. Bill VanderKlippe can contact them and let them know we are 
open to it and they are welcome. 
Add it to the January agenda. 
Nick Dell'Omo is interested next year in helping with the Car Show. 

Buskerefest
The BIA is a sponsor but it's separate. It will be Aug 15 and 16. There are 5 buskers, inflatables will go
out in front of each food vendor. 
They are requested to have a grab and go food item to be fast and get people in and out and not 
have to sit down for an hour for a meal. There's a food vendor who sets up at Big Red. He was invited
to Canada Day but we've agreed to not have non BIA food vendors at Buskerfest. Could be supporting
local business. 

Food trucks.
The idea with these was to have food trucks 3 times a year 15th of June, July and August. People 
opposed it because of street closure, not food trucks. If we can have food trucks in a parking spot 
with window facing sidewalk, maybe this would work.
We're going to look at it. The city is revamping the bylaw. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

Contact the youth group who put on the car show by Johnny Roccos and let them know they 
are welcome to put on the car show in Thorold next year. Connect Nick Dell'Omo with the 
group. 

Bill VanderKlippe

Add Car Show to the January meeting agenda. Erica Lanigan

Look into Food Trucks if they park in a parking spot with the window facing the sidewalk. Marsha Coppola

4) FINANCIAL

A) REPORT

DISCUSSION

We are half way through the year and only 1/4 through the budget. We just resorted the budget for 
2015 and 2016. We want to change the mandate to the BIA. We want to focus on marketing the 
downtown. We want to promote ourselves and take a different avenue this time. We found $8.5K for
advertising. 
Marketing subcommittee is meeting tomorrow to see what we can do with this money. 
They'll maximize the resources we have in the area already. This has been a concern from members 
for a long time. We are addressing it. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

Send reminder email for Marketing Subcommittee. Erica Lanigan



B) 2016 BUDGET

DISCUSSION

We did the 2016 budget. We are not increasing the budget. We moved stuff around and feel this will 
be successful. One question to our members about Christmas lighting; we want 
member opinions. Should we fill the trees with lights like ST. Catharines?  $1000 would do about 4 
trees. 
Michael thinks it's not in the mandate of the BIA to do beautification. It's streetscape and should be 
the City's job. We should promote businesses and focus on advertising and marketing. Can we start a 
Christmas subcommittee and get garlands (6 of them)? On towpath they hang snowflake lights. Get a 
silent night feel. Not to overspend but create an atmosphere in the evening. Gives a good 
community feel. 

Possible PA system for the downtown to play Christmas music. Get the feel of the holidays without 
being gaudy. 

We're working with Susan Morin for tourism. She was at the last executive meeting. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

Marsha Coppola made a motion to add a $1000 allowance in the 2016 budget for Christmas 
decorations. Second by Tim Whalen. CARRIED. 

n/a

Send out the 2016 budget to members. Erica Lanigan

5. NEW BUSINESS

A) STREET CLEANER

DISCUSSION

We have one. He's doing the garbages. Marsha will cover his job description with him and focus on 
sullivan and towpath, stairs, weeds, albert street. He has a map. There are parts he should be dealing
with more frequently and let him know which ones are priority and what can be done once a week. 
Clarify the expectations of the businesses. 
It will get better. 

Marsha contacted the city to set up dates for the street cleaner machine. Marsha will let Bill know 
when its coming and Bill can sweep the debris into the street to get it handled and look more clean. 
We're trying to work with the City better. They've agreed to water the flowers. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

Go over job description and priorities with the street cleaner. Marsha Coppola

B) PARKING

DISCUSSION The parking committee met again. They had to get a study done by engineers to make sure ground 
was hard enough for asphalt to go down. 

Beside the fire hall in front of the dentist office and behind Elio's and Henderson's Pharmacy will be 
converted into a parking lot. Sean Dunsmore will tender two options (one with and without a big 
tree) and get feedback from the public. One option keeps the grass and tree with a park. 

Plant more trees, more benches, more picnic tables...

They will be tendering it for price and then bringing it to the public. Tree of lights. Master 
streetscaping plan plans for continuity down to the park. We need room for a sidewalk. We don't 
know what they're GOING to do. The plan is a suggestion. We're focusing on adding more green 
space and adding parking. That's the gist. 



There is too much maintenance from the City for parking so there will eventually be fees associated 
with parking in the future. Maybe a bit of time free but you pay for longer. People are breaking the 
parking 2hr bylaw. This will hopefully fix the issue. 

Bill felt that when the community saw the plan there was a positive feel. He would like to take a poll 
of those here and see who liked it. He would like to push for it. The other parking lot behind the bus 
stop is in terrible shape. Bill recommends covering/fixing the towpath parking lot. There isn't money 
in the City's budget for this right now. It also needs proper lighting and adding meters. Marsha will 
bring the sidewalk issue to the public meeting when it occurs. 

They want solution suggestions. Some spots will be metered. Merchants are taking up spots when 
they shouldn't. Why not excavate a bit when $7000 was spent for a report saying we can build a 
parking lot there. But if the fire hall gets removed that's a great idea. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

Bring up the need for a sidewalk to the park through towpath at the public meeting. Marsha Coppola

C) OTHER

DISCUSSION

Erica will send out when the subcommittees are meeting if she knows. (Parking, Marketing...)

Marsha is always dealing with merchants parking on the street. John will help Marsha with a survey 
to get ideas as to how to solve this issue. We don't have bylaw support right now. They don't have 
the time to come all the time. We're looking to get feedback. Can we make print outs for cars that 
are parking on the street. A friendly reminder. There's a lot of them that don't care. Would  they not 
be embarrassed? Another bylaw officer would be $75000. 

Marketing Meeting - Tomorrow at 11am. Erica will send out a reminder email.

John Bratton - 
Thorold is Bicycle friendly. We're not maintaining our bike path. There are weeds, grass and trees. 
Let's write the City a letter. Dale has been asking to have that done. We have the longest stretch of 
the canal to maintain of the Circle route. We should spend time with TATAC and Cycle committee. 
Canal path is a blue route for the Bruce trail. It goes right past downtown Thorold at regent and 
comes up at Peter street. Erik thinks signage should be added to draw people to the downtown. 
Bruce trail is popular for cyclists, walkers, roller bladers. This should be added to marketing. 
There are sign restrictions that would have to be conformed to. Add this to the marketing committee 
agenda. 

The NST plaque was officially unveiled at the top of Front street. 

Bike Friendly Bus Network
The website is up: cyclefriendly.com. A collection of businesses  friendly to walkers and bikers. They 
have supplies for charging phones, changing stations, water, bike repair kits (4), washrooms, bike 
lights. 
Businesses include: Henderson's Pharmasave, Thorold Community Activities Group, Front Row 
Sports. They should each have a green logo in their window. 

Credit union has a defibrilator now. 
Add this to the defirbrilator. Arena has one too. The corp is working on getting one. 

Hockey
Aug 2, 3, 4 Thorold is hosting Pensylvania. 100-200 people coming. Back and forth between a couple 
parks. Marsha will be promoting the downtown. 

Sidewalk sale this weekend. 



ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

Collect minutes from subcommittees and send out. Erica Lanigan

Send out when subcommittee meetings are being held. Erica Lanigan

Create a survey as to how to solve the merchant parking issue. John and Marsha

Send out reminder email for marketing meeting tomorrow. Erica Lanigan

Write a letter to the City re: maintaining the bike path. Erica Lanigan

Add the cycling path, Bruce Trail and GNCR promotion and maintenance to marketing agenda. Marsha Coppola

6. ADJOURNMENT

Meeting Adjourned at 12:55 pm.
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