
Thorold BIA General Membership Meeting 
MINUTES JUNE 12, 2012 8AM THOROLD COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION 

TYPE OF MEETING General Meeting 

FACILITATOR George Cottage, Chairman 

MINUTES TAKEN BY Erica Villeneuve 

ATTENDEES 

Chair George Cottage, Treasurer Michael Skrtich , Councilor Tim Whalen, Vice Chair Serge 
Carpino, Cheryl Feor, Robin Dooley, Erica Villeneuve, Marsha Coppola, Erik Olesen, Bill 
VanderKlippe, David Flack, Catharine Mellor, Elizabeth Dumoilin, Alan Parker, Nicole Cairns, 
Aver Forde, Terry Ohm, Rob Difelice, Marc Camilloni, Ken Atmekjian, Timothy Healey, Ricky 
Lakeit, Lauren Krupa,  

ABSENT  

 
 
__________________________________        _____________________________________ 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Call to Order at 8:05am  
 
 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM MEETING MAY 8, 2012 

 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

A motion was made by Michael Skrtich to approve the minutes from the last General meeting 
held May 8, 2012. Second by Cathy Mellor. CARRIED.  

n/a 

   
 
3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 

A) BOXING 
 

DISCUSSION 

 The Boxing event grossed $20K and the committee will be writing cheques to the Seniors for 
furniture and to TCAG for $4500 each. The boxing committee and Serge decided which charities got 
the money. Merchants wanted to know what the benefit to the BIA was.  The merchants downtown 
were invited to put marketing materials or advertising at the arena as well as sell food at the event. 
None of the money raised will be going back into the BIA. In the future, the planning can look to 
include wanted items by the BIA (i.e. bike racks) and have raised funds go towards those items with 
the surplus going to charities. Merchants would like to have a say as to which charities the funds go 
to.   

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 

B) BALL HOCKEY 
 

DISCUSSION 
 Revenues will come close to last year. We lost teams this year and the event was smaller but we’re 
going to be bigger than ever next year. Hana’s Restaurant put in 2 teams and raised almost $1500. 
Canal City Realty had a team as did On the Front Café. It was a great day and a lot of fun.   



ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 

C) BIA SURVEYS 
 

DISCUSSION 

 Marsha had asked about sending out a survey after the sidewalk sale event and the BIA decided to 
do this after every event. After the Sidewalk Sale and the Thunder in Thorold Boxing Event 118 
surveys for each event was sent out.  5 total came back. This was done via email.  
 
Cathy Mellor volunteers to do phone surveys over the phone. Marsha volunteers to help hand out 
paper copies.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Michael Skrtich made a motion that the BIA get all the surveys handed out on paper to each 
merchant in the BIA. Second by Marsha Coppola. CARRIED.  

n/a 

 

D) TOUCH A TRUCK 
 

DISCUSSION 

 Marsha looked into the Touch-A-Truck event. Walker Industries does this every 2 years and this year 
they are doing it on Sep. 22. It doesn’t make sense for us to do it the week before them so we will 
have it next year and the BIA will do it every other year on the years that it’s not at Niagara College.  
 
The Touch-A-Truck event is a family event which draws 9500 people to the Niagara College parking 
lot so children can see/touch/climb into the large trucks such as dump trucks, excavators… They have 
been doing it for 7 years running. For our event (next year) we will have MADD and Safety Village to 
educate kids about safety. It can be on a Sunday so the street closure doesn’t upset merchants. 
Merchants agree that this event on a Sunday would be fine. No one opposed. 
 
If the BIA is no longer doing this event this year, CUPE is doing something in the park on Sep. 8 th and 
the BIA could have another sidewalk sale to coincide. We might even get a few trucks and do a scaled 
down version of the Touch-A-Truck event.  
 

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 

E) THOROLD SECONDARY 
 

DISCUSSION 
 Emails have been going out. The results should be announced tonight at the meeting. The meeting 
after 7:30pm is open to the public.  

CONCLUSIONS We will find out later tonight what happens. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
 

F) THOROLD SECONDARY BURSARY 
 

DISCUSSION 
 The TSS Principal, guidance councilor and Terry Ohm are laying the groundwork for a BIA Bursary. 
They’ll wait to see what is decided for the school before continuing into much more detail.  



CONCLUSIONS 
The BIA wants to thank Terry Ohm strongly for his time and effort and hard work towards this 
project. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 

G) HALLOWE’EN PLANNING 
 

DISCUSSION 

 October 27th will be this year’s Hallowe’en Parade. There will be a magician and face painting. Albert 
street will be included. A new map of the route including Albert Street will be available shortly. 
Cobblestone Gardens would love to have children come by for trick-or-treating. They were in the 
plan last year but Ormond Street proved to be too busy to cross with that volume of children. Maybe 
this year we can ask community policing to help with crossing the street so Cobblestone can be 
included.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
 
4. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A) FLOWER DONATION 
 

DISCUSSION 

 The BIA had approved up to a $200 budget for these flowers. The people at Front Street Variety 
donated and planted all the flowers along Front Street in the planters and have refused any money 
for them. Tim can get a certificate made up for them from the City and the BIA can do a presentation 
to award them for their contribution.  

CONCLUSIONS   

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
B) CAR SHOW 

 

DISCUSSION 

The Car Show will be Saturday, July 21. Last year we had about 160 cars come out .   
 
The Lions Club had their Dog Guide event May 27th and raised money for Guide Dogs as well as an 
eye machine for the St. Catharines Hospital. Bill VanderKlippe requests a booth at the Car Show and 
would also like to hold a raffle for a $1000 of food from foodland.  
 
Marsha Coppola requests an email be sent out to car owners with business deals for downtown in 
order to entice them not to bring their own coolers and to shop downtown. Perhaps they could all 
get an envelope of deals when they register or there could be a booth of coupon envelopes for 
anyone, not just car owners, to get deals. If everyone gets their coupons to Serge by July 14 th, 
Marsha will help stuff them and they can be available at the Car Show.  
 
Cars are also in Welland the night before the Car Show. Maybe someone could go there and bring by 
flyers for the Thorold Car Show to bring more people.  
 
Merchants are invited to be open and have a table set up.  

CONCLUSIONS  



ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
 
 

C) OTHER 
 

DISCUSSION 

Timothy Healey – Art of Peace Festival 
Some people are against the street closure for the Art of Peace Festival. No vendors are brought in so 
merchants can have all the business. Timothy invited the Executives to come out to the opening 
ceremonies @ 10:30am. Peace and Social Justice groups will be attending and there will be a land 
mine game. The events should wrap up by 5pm outside and continue from then on in the QB Gallery.  
 
On June 16th Earth County Conspiracy will be playing at Trinity United Church. All are invited to 
attend. Funds raised by this event go towards the artists.  
 
 Tim Whalen – CUPE event 
There will be a CUPE event in the park on September 8 th and perhaps the BIA can have another 
sidewalk sale to coincide. Marsha can take control of it and make it great.  
 
Elizabeth – Cobblestone Introduction 
Elizabeth wants to introduce the new Administrator of Cobblestone Gardens, Nicole. Elizabeth is not 
leaving, she’s just moving up the ladder to a new position.  
 
Michael Skrtich – Street Closures 
The Street Closures were an initiative to get more things happening downtown and attracting more 
people. We appreciate the feedback and as this was meant to benefit the merchants, we are open to 
their ideas. If Sundays work best, then we will work with that.  
 
Emails 
The minutes and agendas are emailed out with the notices of the meetings. People must read their 
emails to get them. Perhaps the emails should look more flashy with large buttons for downloads. 
Erica will look into why some people can’t open their attachments.  

CONCLUSIONS   

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Serge Carpino made a motion for Marsha Coppola to proceed with the Sidewalk Sale for 
September 8th in conjunction with the CUPE event in the park. Second by Ricky Lakeit. 
CARRIED.  

 

 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:51am.   
 


