
Thorold BIA General Membership Meeting 
MINUTES OCTOBER 8, 2013 8AM THOROLD COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION 

TYPE OF MEETING General Meeting 

FACILITATOR George Cottage, Chairman 

MINUTES TAKEN BY Erica Villeneuve 

ATTENDEES 
Chair George Cottage, Councilor Tim Whalen, Vice Chair Serge Carpino, Erica Villeneuve + 
approx. 7 members 

ABSENT Secretary Treasurer Michael Skrtich 

 
 
__________________________________        _____________________________________ 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Call to Order at 8:08am  
 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE LAST GENERAL MEETING 

 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

A motion was made by Marsha Kilby-Coppola to approve the minutes of the last General 
meeting held September 10, 2013. Second by Terry Ohm. CARRIED.   

n/a 

   
 
3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 

A) BICYCLE RACKS (SPONSORSHIPS, MULTI-BIKE RACKS) 
 

DISCUSSION 
 We currently have 14 sponsorships. More will be available. We will be moving forward with the 
sponsorships next month.  

CONCLUSIONS Tim Whalen and Terry Ohm will follow up with Siobhan and TSS regarding more bike racks. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Follow up with Thorold Secondary School regarding building more bike racks.  Tim Whalen 

Follow up with Siobhan regarding multi-bike racks. Tim Whalen 

 
 

B) MASTER STREETSCAPING PLAN 
 

DISCUSSION The Master Streetscaping plan is ready. There are many great changes coming.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
 



C) ELECTRIC CHARGING STATIONS 
 

DISCUSSION 

 We are waiting to hear back from the City regarding retrofitting the existing lamp posts with 110 
charging outlets for bikes and scooters.  
 
The board has put aside $2500 for an electric car charging grant in the 2014 budget.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

   

 
 

D) KEEPING TSS EVENTS IN THOROLD 
 

DISCUSSION 
Last year the graduation ceremony was held in Niagara Falls. A letter was written to Thorold High 
School regarding TSS keeping their events held in Thorold institutions.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Send the letter again.  Erica 

 
 

E) BIA BYLAW CHANGES (UPDATING JOB DESCRIPTIONS, EXPANDING, ADDING A 
BOARD MEMBER, CHANGING VOTING PROCEDURE) 

 

DISCUSSION 
Job descriptions for the coordinator and the street cleaner will be updated. We were looking at 
adding a board member but with such low attendance at the meetings, our current numbers are 
sufficient.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
 

F) LETTERS TO THE CITY (RE: SUNDAY FOOD TRUCK FAIR, NOISE BYLAW & TREE 
TRIMMING) 

 

DISCUSSION 

There was talk of a food truck fair in which food trucks (3 or 4) would be able to come to downtown 
Thorold and serve food that patrons could eat in local BIA establ ishments. The food trucks would not 
serve drinks to encourage patrons to purchase beverages from the BIA establishments. It could draw 
in visitors and create repeat customers for the BIA.  
 
The noise bylaw is an issue because there have been complaints about the patio music at Donnelly’s 
in the summer months. The bylaw currently states that if the doors and windows are closed and you 
can still hear the noise, there is a violation of the bylaw. The BIA is proposing to gauge a violation via 
a decibel reading that can be measured by a standard instrument making it easier to abide by.  
 
Tree trimming was addressed because last time the BIA was trimming trees, they did not get to 
complete all the trees they set out to trim. The City responded allowing the BIA to trim our own trees 
if we use the City’s tree trimmers and operate under the supervision of Rob Wilson, the City’s 
Arborist.  



CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 

G) OFFICE DOWNTOWN 
 

DISCUSSION 
There was talk of the BIA joining in to share office space with the GTBC & Thorold Tourism. Until 
anything firms up with Thorold Tourism and who will be in the office, we will hold off on setting 
budget money aside for an office.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
4. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

DISCUSSION 

We are on track with the year’s budget. We are 66% through the year and 63% through the budget. 
There will be some carryover but we should be close to spending the full amount.  
 
For the 2014 budget, we are looking at adding money for attending the OBIAA Conference in 
Hamilton (2 people), purchasing a BIA laptop, working in the GTBC membership amongst some other 
small expenses. To not cut the existing budget we are proposing to up the budget to  $40,000 
(roughly a 10% increase).  
 
Other items to add to the budget could be the garbage bins that separate garbage and recycling and 
provide advertising to the members. Also, advertising for the BIA could be added.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Marsha Kilby-Coppola made a motion to agree with and support the budget increase to 
$40,000 for the budget year 2014. Second by Tim Whalen. CARRIED.  

n/a 

 
5. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT MEETING (OCT. 15) 
 

DISCUSSION 

Serge and Tim will be attending the meeting. If you would like to know what is going on, you may 
attend.  
 
The meeting is regarding the lands located at 17-23 Front Street South and the meeting will be held 
at 8:15pm on October 15th.  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 

 

B) OTHER 
 

DISCUSSION The Hallowe’en events might not happen this year. The entertainment is all lined up but people are 



not responding to Marsha. Tim will help follow up with people.  
 
The downtown sound system had been deferred to the master plan which we hope will get 
presented to the BIA next month.  
 
Garbage bins have been removed from in front of the Moose & Goose to try to control a garbage 
problem. Garbage bins were being filled beyond capacity and wind and wildlife were making a mess 
of the area. Since the removal of the bins, the garbage is being bagged properly and is under control.  
 
Poor attendance to these meetings is making people think. Perhaps people aren’t coming out 
because they don’t care about what we’re doing or perhaps they just trust us and they’ll come out if 
they disagree with what we’re up to. The timing of the meeting might also be a problem and we can 
look into holding a meeting at another time (maybe in the afternoon or evening). Erica can check to 
see who opens emails and cross that information with who attends the meetings to see if there is a 
correlation. Perhaps people don’t open them because the subject line has all the info they require. If 
the subject line said there was a budget increase, people might be more interested in reading the 
contents.  
 
Adele Arbour is going to Ottawa to talk about the progress of downtown Thorold. Erica can circulate 
the letter to the membership.  
 
John Bratton will resume snow shoveling for the BIA when the snow comes.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

 Help Marsha get in contact with people re: Hallowe’en.  Tim Whalen 

Track who opens emails and who attends meetings.  Erica 

Circulate email re: Adele Arbour.  Erica 

 
 

5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:53 am.   


