
Thorold BIA General Membership Meeting
MINUTES APRIL 8, 2014 8AM THOROLD COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION

TYPE OF MEETING General Meeting

FACILITATOR George Cottage, Chairman

NOTES TAKEN BY Erica Lanigan

ATTENDEES
Chair George Cottage, Vice Chair Serge Carpino, Councilor Tim Whalen, Erica Lanigan + 5 
members

ABSENT Secretary Treasurer Michael Skrtich

__________________________________        _____________________________________

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 8:03am. 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE LAST GENERAL MEETING

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

John Bratton made a motion to approve the minutes from the last general meeting held 
March 11. Second by Bill VanderKlippe. CARRIED. 

n/a

3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

A) BICYCLE RACKS (SPONSORSHIPS & MULTI-BIKE RACKS)

DISCUSSION

They are in production at the high school and will be ready shortly. TATAC is supporting the bike 
racks but not paying for them. They will be installed on the North side of Front Street (the long ones) 
and go near Donnelly's, the old post office and the alley by the QB building. 

TATAC asked for $500 for bike events and we're working on that. We will report back. 

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

Check if there's a bylaw for how long a bike or scooter must be abandoned before we can 
remove it. 

Erica

B) DOWNTOWN PROMOTIONAL VIDEO

DISCUSSION  Deferred. 

CONCLUSIONS

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE



4. FINANCIAL

A) FINANCIAL REPORT

DISCUSSION
On budget. 
We're waiting to get the final numbers for 2013. 

CONCLUSIONS

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

5. NEW BUSINESS

A) A YELLOW FLOWER BASKET

DISCUSSION
The building sold. The business is not sold and they are staying open. They want to let everyone know
they've been there 26 years and are staying. The building ad will be rectified. 

CONCLUSIONS

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

B) STREET CLEANER POSITION

DISCUSSION
Brian is not doing well. Andy is covering so far but the BIA will be officially posting the position and 
accepting resumes. Power washing should be one of the first tasks. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

C) OTHER

DISCUSSION Businesses on the website. 
Check it out. 

Malcolm Allen's talk was informative and enlightening. It was a good meeting. 

There was an article in Niagara This Week for Michael Skrtich's building award. 

Congrats to Shannon Passero for winning the Niagara Entrepreneurial Award!

Maybe the arena can post what the downtown has to offer. Places to go for coffee or food. Plan for 
September for when the arena opens again. 

What do you want to do with the BIA's money? How do you want to promote your business? 
Envelopes with 110 businesses on the outside of the envelope and coupons on the inside. 
We need to advertise to places outside of Thorold. 
For Brock, we could see if we can add to their welcome package. The City does it so maybe we can 
piggy back off that. 
The BIA website has a lot of dated content. 

Hendersons is celebrating their anniversary next month so the Thorold Niagara News is putting out 
an ad to congratulate him. 



Tim spoke to the chief building officer about parking enforcement so they're going to come more 
frequently. The biggest culprits are merchants for violating the 2hr parking limit. They will be 
ticketed. Angled parking is being addressed in the Master Streetscaping Plan. How will parking occur 
for the new units behind the Moose & Goose? Is there a plan? There is currently no plan. They paid in
lieu of parking. 

The buses are blocking the parking lot on towpath. They need to move the bus stop up more. Paving 
a sidewalk would be good too. This will have to be addressed by the streetscape master plan. 

The stairs to towpath parking lot must be repaired or replaced. They are a trip hazard. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE

Add Alistair to the mailing list as alistair@longboardliving.com  . Erica

Tim Whalen made a motion for the general membership meetings to be reduced to every 
other month rather than every month. Second by Serge Carpino. To plan for events, we need 
to meet monthly but specifically in the winter it could save members and the board time. This
issue is because of attendance. If we want attendance, we could make the agendas more 
exciting with guest speakers or important information. An email can be sent out with all the 
meetings until the end of the year. People can add in meetings if they want. MOTION 
DEFEATED. 

n/a

Remove dated content from the website. Erica

5. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:29am. 
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