
Thorold BIA General Membership Meeting 
MINUTES FEBRUARY 12, 2013 8AM THOROLD COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION 

TYPE OF MEETING General Meeting 

FACILITATOR George Cottage, Chairman 

MINUTES TAKEN BY Erica Villeneuve 

ATTENDEES 
Chair George Cottage, Councilor Tim Whalen, Treasurer Michael Skrtich, Vice Chair Serge 
Carpino, Erica Villeneuve + 11 members 

ABSENT  

 
 
__________________________________        _____________________________________ 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Call to Order at 8:07am  
 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM MEETING JANUARY 15, 2013 

 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

A motion was made by Serge Carpino to delete the mention of $25 million to Thorold in the 
minutes from the last General meeting held January 15, 2013 and approve the minutes as 
amended. Second by Ricky Lakeit. CARRIED.   

n/a 

   
 
3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

 

DISCUSSION  Downtown Sound – Marsha Coppola has a quote coming as does Michael Skrtich.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

  

 
 
4. NEW BUSINESS  
 

A) WAR OF 1812 CELEBRATIONS 
 

DISCUSSION 

 The board met with the War of 1812 Committee to discuss the events set to occue June 22 & 23 at 
Decew House and throughout Thorold. These events include food vendors, entertainment, dressed 
actors, rifle demonstrations, bus tours to the church, battlefield and Beaverdams Park.  
 
People will be coming to Beaverdams Park and the BIA is invited to create events around here to 
entertain them as they arrive. The people coming off the buses do not have to take the same bus 
back and therefore can stay downtown for a while. If we can get them to park here, we could 
guarantee that they hang out a little longer in the BIA.  
 
We can sell the space on the back of the 1812 committee’s map/schedule for advertising or we  could 
create keepsake pamphlets with history, fun facts, maps, businesses, events, etc. The BIA can look at 



this as drumming up business for this time or planting the seed for a later visit. If it’s for later, the 
keepsake pamphlet would be more likely held onto than if we were to print on the back of the bus 
route as people would no longer have a use for that.  
 
Members wonder how much time should be spent on this if they’re just another stop on the tour. If 
the 1812 committee is willing to provide dressed up actors in military costume (which they are) our 
merchants could also dress up and we can get signage pointing downtown to draw the crowd.  
 
 

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

Michael Skrtich made a motion for Erica to spend some time creating a generic template of 
all businesses in the BIA to be used for advertising on all events. Second by Terry Ohm. This 
could include a descriptive word/category and logo for each business. Santino and Bill can 
help provide logos. Images of storefronts might also contribute nicely. CARRIED.  

Erica Villeneuve 

 

 

 

B) PERMIT PARKING DOWNTOWN 
 

DISCUSSION 

 Next week, a motion for permit parking downtown is going to Council. Costs could be as low as 
$15/month if you sign up for a year or $20/month if you go month-to-month. This would be for 
residents only and proof of residency would have to be proven. The permits would guarantee that 
the resident does not get ticketed. It does not guarantee a parking space. If the lot is full, the 
resident would still have to park elsewhere.  
 
Ideas arose such as paying $5 for a farther parking lot because money is tight but overall, the 
consensus was that the BIA should be against permit parking altogether. Education and signage 
would improve the situation. We could explore the option of free Green “P” Parking because people 
recognize the signage. There are still signs that read “Chamber of Commerce” for parking whose 
purpose has long since depreciated. 

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

 Terry Ohm made a motion that the BIA writes a letter to the City regarding our opposition to 
permit parking. Second by Ken Atmekjian. The letter is to include mention of signage, 
education, location, opposition to permit parking and be addressed to the Mayor and Council. 
CARRIED.  

George 

 

 

A) OTHER 
 

DISCUSSION 

 Merchant Parking – there are still merchants parking in front of their or other merchant’s businesses 
for full work days creating an issue for parking for customers. Some of these individuals even spend 
time throughout the day moving their vehicle to new spots in order to avoid tickets but will not park 
in the free parking available.  
 
There were 2 bike races this year in Niagara and the St. Catharines one was cancelled. As Thorold was 
looking to host a bike race in the past and it fell through, perhaps this is a good time to contact the 
organizer of the race and see about bringing it to Thorold.  
 
Sidewalk Sale – It’s May 25th from 10am to 4pm. We already have 40 outside vendors participating as 
well as been offered a free petting zoo and free inflatables. Marsha is wondering about putting up 
signage at the craft show down the street and filling the sidewalks as far to the arena as possible to 
lure shoppers. There is an issue of where to put the petting zoo and inflatables, perhaps closing 
Sullivan or having them located at Hydro One. There will be no outside food vendors accepted in 
order to promote dining at BIA food establishments and camps/summer camps for kids have been 
invited to set up at no cost and promote their events for families/children.  



 
Touch-A-Truck – Marsha needs some help with the Touch-A-Truck event. The BIA struck a committee 
to help which includes Marsha Coppola, Lauren Krupa, Erica Villeneuve and Councillor Tim Whalen. 
Tim will help facilitate conversations with the City and Region. Further details on how to monitor 
paying customers will be discussed by the committee.   

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE 

 Send an email to BIA members requesting being nice to neighbours and leaving Front Street 
parking in front of establishments for customers.   

Erica Villeneuve 

Contact the organizer of the bike race and look into bringing the race to Thorold.  Terry Ohm 

 
 
 

5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:03am.   


