
Thorold BIA
General Meeting Minutes

April 12th, 2011

Location: Thorold Community Credit Union

Attendees: Chair George Cottage, Vice Chair Serge Carpino, Treasurer Mike Skrtich, Approx. 20 BIA 
members

Minutes taken by: Erica Villeneuve

1) Call to Order

George Cottage called the meeting to order at 8:05am.

2) Approval of the minutes of the general meeting held March 8th, 2011.

 George Cottage made a motion to pass the minutes of the general meeting held February 8, 
2011. Seconded by Tim Whalen. PASSED.

 3) Business arising from the minutes

a) Parking Committee – Terry Ohm

 At the last meeting Terry requested strict enforcement of parking. Tim Whalen will get a formal 
timeline of when they are here to help identify what the situation is. George Cottage asked if 
parking on Front Street should be banned overnight. Some people believe that charging for 
parking will harm the businesses downtown. Some think paid parking is not the answer but 
enforcing the rules is. 

b) Farmers Market

 Wade has resigned. 

c) Tourism – Stacy McNall

 The Thorold Fly Over event was a success. Lots of work went into it and it paid off. 2 ½ barrels of 
food were collected for community care and people are already talking about being excited for 
next year’s event. Suggestions have already been made on what to do. 

d) Transit Committee – Michael Skrtich

 Nothing to report. 

e) Ball Hockey – Serge Carpino

 There’s a lot of excitement over the ball hockey tournament. The response from the community 
has been great. Refer anyone interested to Serge. They are looking to get 15 teams total and are 



already around 10. George is securing the home bases. We’ve got 3. Serge described the details 
for anyone who hadn’t heard them before. 

 Terry inquired about vendors. Serge responded that they are encouraged. 

f) Presentation to council budget committee

 George had made a presentation for things to do in the area to the budget committee. As it 
turns out the budget is fairly well accounted for already so George requested the Mayor look 
into grants. 

g) Graffiti – Terry Ohm

 Community Policing is still together. Terry called the city to get a contact # but had no luck. Tim 
Whalen will follow up on that. 

4) Other Business

a) Garbage and cigarette butts

Discussion

 A street cleaner went down some streets but no one recalls it going down Front Street. 
Sweeping cigarette butts doesn’t seem to work. People need cans to put them in and then need 
to use them. Terry suggested getting enforcement of the bylaw stating you can’t smoke within 9 
meters of an entranceway enforced by the health department. 

Action Items

 Erik made a motion to acquire attractive cigarette cans for smokers as well as create a formal 
letter that lets the merchants know that enforcement is coming and to be prepared. Seconded 
by Michael Skrtich. PASSED. 

Discussion

 Serge believes landlords need to be held accountable for the large materials their tenants throw 
out. Perhaps the high school could get involved and paint some garbage cans. It was asked if the 
BIA should hire a truck to collect large items. Brian Stevens sees dumping occur on Front Street. 
He will try to get the license plate of cars that do this. Perhaps designating the downtown area 
and a few block radius as a heritage area would help people understand that it is not “just a 
downtown”. Serge Carpino and Terry Ohm believe the process should be education then 
enforcement. 

 George likes the idea of removing some garbage cans from Front Street to reduce dumping. 
Brian Stevens recommends the one by the art gallery, across from the Royal Bank and across 
from the post office be the ones to be removed. 



Action Items

 Serge made a motion to send a letter to the City about the possibility of being proactive in 
removing garbage from the streets and taxing those responsible as well as the removal of 3 
garbage cans. Seconded by Tim Whalen. PASSED. 

Discussion

 Someone should go in and see what IS or IS NOT enforceable in order to get a better grasp on 
what the next steps could be. 

Action Items

 Michael Skrtich made a motion to wait to write the letter to the City until after the next meeting 
of the BIA. Seconded by Bill. PASSED. 

b) Dogs

 The Humane Society has been called in on one account of a dog owner not picking up after their 
dog. 

c) Police Sign

 George inquired about the removal of the Police Sign on Front Street. George will give Tim 
Whalen a copy of the document sent and Tim will bring it up at a Council meeting. 

d) Skating Rink

 Bill inquired if skating on the canal would be an option. George had already looked into a skating 
pad in the park. The funding is not there for it but it might qualify for grants. 

5) Adjournment

 Meeting adjourned by George Cottage at 8:57pm. 


